Flights 

This year, flights to Madagascar are getting more speedily fully booked, and you should check out the airlines and flights.  Please tell us what date and airline you plan to fly so we can let you know other volunteers flight plans around that date.

Length of stay:  The normal Visa is 90 days maximum, and it cannot be extended.  If you plan to stay longer, we will send you the necessary Letter of Invitation for an Extendable Visa. 
 

Volunteer arrivals should ideally be between Sunday afternoon and Wednesday.  If possible avoid arrival between midnight and 4 am.   Evening arrivals are fine.   Our team meet all arrivals and take you to sleep at our apartment (with bedrooms) below our office.  Next day you are given a 'Welcome lunch' to get to know the Dodwell people before going off with them for training at your placement.
. 

Airlines to Antananarivo (Tana), Madagascar
Kenya Airways

Air France 
Air Mauritius 
Corsairfly

Air Madagascar 

Interair (South Africa to Mada)

  

a)  Kenya Airways flies from London - Nairobi - Madagascar.   Currently this is the cheapest flight, but the connection in Nairobi can be slow, so check the connections when booking.  Can be done online or via Trailfinders website or call their local offices.

b)  Air France fly London - Paris – Tana, and they also have a cheaper route going via Amsterdam.   Please see Air France website for destination Antananarivo.   If connecting, allow several hours, or fly to Paris the night before.  Air France morning flights sometimes have only an hour for connection, and although you may make it in time, your baggage is slower to transfer and it can miss the connection.  This causes worry when it doesn’t arrive and delays you going off to work at your placement, since you have to be in Tana to identify your luggage.  Best to fly to Paris the night before, with overnight hand-luggage leaving your checked-in baggage in transit.

 

c) Air Mauritius fly London – Mauritius – Tana.  Some of their flights involve a night or day stopover in Mauritius.  They also have flights from Paris via Mauritius to Tana.  Please see their website for info.
 
d) Air Madagascar: Their flights start from Paris CDG.   If you'd like tocheck their fares, their HQ for reservations is carol.tumber@aviareps-group.com   or phone 01293 596666.  Let them know you are a Dodwell Trust volunteer.   With Air Madagascar tickets, you can get 50% off internal flights if booked at same time, or about 30% off if booked separately.

  

e) Corsair starts from Paris ORLY airport.  You can use Eurostar train or airline to get to Paris/Orly.   Please see their website: www.corsairfly.com 

 

f) If you find a cheap flight to Johannesberg, South Africa, you can catch onward flight with Interair to Mada.  See www.interair.co.za  

g)  It is worth looking around on the internet.   Destination Antananarivo

 

When booking a flight:
- your name on your air ticket must be same as in your passport 
- ask if they have a Youth Fare, give date of birth
- ref dates, remember that normal visa is max 90 days in Mada
- ask if they have any promotional fares available for that period
- send a copy of your flight booking by e-mail to The Dodwell Trust

At same time as booking your flight you need to organise your Travel health insurance, to cover your travel and health while in Mada, and to cover the refund of your air-ticket in event of travel cancellation.   (See insurance section).  
 
