
Holiday Travel
See your guide book and organise your holiday when you are in Mada.  If necessary ask your placement host agent to help you book hotels in advance of your holiday.   

Our Tana office does not do tourist bookings, this is part of your own character development.  

Best holidays:

a) Isle Ste Marie
b) South-west to Tulear
For a one week holiday (at your own expense) we recommend the paradise of Isle Sainte Marie, though it is a very small island and 3 - 5 days there is actually long enough to see plenty and enjoy it.  Best bits:  swimming and sandy beaches, snorkelling over coral gardens, going whale watching for baby whales, finding the pirate's grave in the cemetery, beach-walk and lemurs on Isle aux Nattes at south of Ste Marie.   Great food.

  

Hotels:  recent volunteers recommend 3 hotels:  half-way up the island: Hotel Atafana (best for swimming); or a few kilometres further is Hotel La Crique (great ambiance and food but the sea is shallow so you have to walk out very long way to get deep enough to swim!)

On the tiny island to the south Isle aux Nattes,  Hotel Les Lemuriens has great food and beaches, lemurs around the trees, but food is more expensive.  
Getting there: you can fly there from Tana or Toamasina.  If you are travelling to Mada with Air Madagascar, you get 50% off the price of internal airfares if booked at same time as your main ticket.  After that, you get about 30% off.   Airport transfers for holiday flights are at your own expense.
Travel to the island of Ste Marie by road and boat is not recommended since the boat could sink.  We take no responsibility for those who travel by boat.

 

b) For a scenic and fascinating one or two week holiday we’d suggest going south by road/ taxi brousse via Fianarantsoa, Ambalavao (good crafts), Isalo national park for hiking around lemurs canyon, then on to Tulear/ beach. 

Budget for holiday (at your own expense):  Allow about £20 per day for a shared room hotel, meals and travel/excursions.   
 
When we draw up the schedule of placements we check who else is taking holiday at same time, so we can put you in contact in advance.

After your holiday you must get back to Tana at least 24 hours before your international flight.  Don't forget that vehicles can break down and local flights can be cancelled, this is Mada and nothing works like you expect!, so allow a full day in Tana at the end. 

In Tana you can stay at AMI rooms below office, and go shopping for family presents at La Digue market.  Then AMI staff take you to airport for your flight back to UK.


