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  The  Dodwell  Trust        
                                                                   16 Lanark Mansions,  Pennard Road, London W12 8DT 

                                                 Tel: 0208 740 6302    Fax: 0208 746 0134

 MADAGASCAR  HORSE  SAFARI  WITH  CHRISTINA  DODWELL

For me, the fun of leading a horse safari group (6 riders) in my favourite country, Madagascar, has much appeal.  My first horse adventure there was lovely (written in my book 'Madagascar Travels').  Having previously travelled by horse through Africa, Turkey, and Papua New Guinea,   I am well-experienced. Since I also run charity projects in Madagascar, and our project staff in Mada will help the safari in many ways, the trip will have a modest element of Charity Challenge.  

The 14-day itinerary: (riders can extend their stay for further travels at own cost)

· ArrivaTana:. Morning in Tana, briefing meeting at Dodwell office. PM Transfer to Perinet in the rainforest. Early morning walk in the forest for the fabulous experience of the indri lemur chant to other lemur bands in the forest.  Then by canoe across stream to islands of 'rescued lemurs' great for photos with many species of lemurs roaming free and friendly.  Afternoon visiting local projects: radio and volunteers.

· Morning  horse riding on rainforest tracks/ optional.  PM return Tana.

· Travel to Antsirabe and do last-minute preparations for horse safari. 

· 6 day horse safari via Betafo and north through open volcanic mountain region  with crater lakes, hot springs, waterfalls, and traditional old villages.  Ending at Ampefy, a quaint small town beside shimmery blue lake. Each day we will ride approx 8 am to 1 pm then in afternoon visit an area of cultural or historical interest or take part in a local community activity, such as holding English Club meetings to teach songs to children and role-play games.  Non-riders may accompany the group by travelling with our ox-cart.  

· day in Tana, visit market for Malagasy baskets and handicrafts

· 3 days on island of Ste Marie,  snorkelling or scuba diving, seafood, pirates graveyard,  walks on sandy coral beaches.

Timing:  Introductory meetings and discussions will be held in London.  

Safari date (14 days): May or June 2008 is proposed.  Open to discussion

Cost for 6-day horse safari: estimate £670 if take own tents. Horses are decent, if you want to book a Thoroughbred please add £100.   Costs include safari food, vehicle hire with driver, ox-carts, 3 nights in hotels (twin bed), horse and tack hire, 2 grooms, cook, camp guards, local guides, rental of satellite phones. 

Extras: flight approx £600, other travel, insurance, visa, £300 charity challenge 

Food - in Madagascar the food is superb.  

The people are a delight  -  we will be warmly welcomed.   

Further info is available from Christina as above.

